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“The Surprise Shower” 
by 

Ginny Neil 
 
 
 

What Becoming a mother involves so much more than meets the eye, so it’s 
important to know where we should look for help.  
Themes: Motherhood, Mother’s Day, Friendship, Family, Body of Christ  

 
Who Expectant Mother (EM) 

Jane 
Mary  

Sally  
Emily  
Brenda 

 

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

All shower guests are in regular clothes. Expectant Mother is obviously 
pregnant. The stage is set with a semicircle of chairs facing the audience. Each 
guest is carrying a bag with a gift or two in it. Gifts are: 
Treasure box 
Mirror with cross on front  
Lunch tray  
Box of tissues  
Clackety joke teeth  
Army helmet  
Cell phone  
Bible 
Letter from God 

 
Why Psalm 55:23 
 
How Keep the dialogue conversational. Leave yourself plenty of time to rehearse so 

you can figure out the blocking (the actors movement). Be careful not to turn 
your back to the audience. It is possible to divide the dialogue up between 2 or 
3 of the actors.  

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Jane, Mary, Sally, Emily, and Brenda enter and seat themselves in a semi-circle. When 
Expectant Mother enters, they jump up and yell, “Surprise!” 

EM: Oh my! You really surprised me. I can’t believe you’ve done this. Thank 
you. 

Everyone claps and smiles 

Jane: Have a seat. We’re so excited for you. How much longer? 

EM: Just three weeks. (She rubs her belly) I can’t wait to see his little face and 
count his toes and fingers.  

Jane: We all thought we’d surprise you with some things that will help you 
with this next phase of your life. 

EM: That’s great. I could use some diapers and onesies and bottles and a 
diaper bag, changing table, and rocking chair. Baby’s take a whole lot of 
stuff. 

Jane: And we want to make sure you have the right stuff. 

EM: You almost sound like a recruiter for the army. 

Women all laugh nervously and look at each other. 

Jane: Shall we get started? 

Mary: I want to go first. (She stands, then reaches in her bag and pulls out a 
treasure box) 

EM: What’s this? 

Mary: You are going to be peed on, catch vomit in your bare hands, pinch 
boogers off your child’s nose with two fingers and lick the dirt off of any 
pacifier that falls on the floor or ground. You are going to drive endless 
carpools, endure endless eyerolls, fix endless meals and endlessly miss 
sleep. I want you to remember that in every one of these little acts of 
love, you are modeling God’s grace to your child and storing up 
treasures in heaven (hands treasure box to EM). 

Sally: I’m next. (She reaches in her bag and pulls out a mirror with a cross on 
it) You will lose your temper more often than you ever thought possible, 
never get all the laundry done, forget to make cupcakes for the class 
party, have visitors when your floor is covered in Cheerios and cat puke, 
forget to baby proof something, leave your child somewhere by 
accident, and probably call poison control at least once. At some point 
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in time, you will question if you are capable of this job or even deserve 
to have a child. That’s when you need to look in this mirror and see 
yourself as God sees you. He gives us far more mercy in our parenting 
than we give ourselves. (Hands EM the mirror) 

Emily: (stands and digs in her box for a lunch tray) You are going to be serving 
everyone, all the time. You will serve your children, you will serve your 
husband, and you will serve God. You are modeling God’s call to us to 
be of service every time you selflessly get up off the couch to fix a lunch, 
fix a boo-boo, or fix the toilet after your child flushes his Ninja Turtle. But 
you won’t be able to fix everything.  

Sarah: (stands and digs in her bag for a box of Kleenex which she hands to EM) 
And that will be the hardest thing of all. As your child grows you won’t 
be able to fix everything. You will cry…sometimes a lot. 

Brenda: (digs in bag and hands her a set of clackety teeth) But you will also 
laugh more than you’ve ever laughed and experience joy in the deepest 
part of your soul.  

Jane: Mothering requires the right stuff. It is like being drafted (digs in bag 
and pulls out helmet). You are part of God’s army, now. God’s army of 
mothers, all struggling to do the best they can, on a daily basis, to raise 
children who are good citizens, who are compassionate, and who love 
God. 

Mary: (digs in bag and hands EM a Bible) This is the book you should read the 
most as you begin this journey. 

Sally: It’s full of comfort, wisdom, strength, courage and truth. 

Emily: And you will also need this. (Hands EM a phone) 

Sarah: We’ve put our numbers in speed dial. 

Brenda: Because friends and family that you love and trust will help you be the 
best mother you can be. 

Jane: (looking out at congregation and pointing) Those people out there, your 
church family, are full of the same things found in your Bible. Call when 
you need to cry, 

Mary: when you need to laugh, 

Sally: when you need wisdom, 

Emily: when you need strength, 
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Sarah: when you need courage, 

Brenda: and when you need truth. 

Jane: In spite of your best efforts to keep him at home forever, one day your 
child will leave. He will make his own mistakes, make his own joy, and 
make his own life. So, your last gift is this. (Pulls out a letter) It’s a letter 
from God, to you. (Reads) 

 Dear Mothers of all my children, 

 You have done it all. You have sacrificed yourselves, been servants, and 
modeled my love to your children. Now, it’s time to let them go. Give 
them completely to me and trust that I love them more than you do. 
After all, I know a thing or two about letting children go. 

 Please come spend time with me, by yourself, and I will give you rest.  

 Love, God 

Hands letter to EM. 

Sarah: (to EM) That’s the best we can give you. The rest is between you and 
God. 

Women stand, hug, say goodbyes and leave stage. EM remains. She studies the gifts 
that have been left behind on the chairs. 

EM: Wow! I have a lot to learn. I better get started. (Picks up Bible, sits down 
and reads aloud) Psalm 55:22 Cast your cares on Me and I will sustain 
you; I will never let you be shaken. (Closes Bible grabs her stomach and 
moans) Uh Oh! Where’s my cell phone? (digs phone out of piles of 
presents and dials then looks up prayerfully) Thank you God, for friends 
on speed dial. (Speaks into phone) Jane, you know all those things you 
gave me at the shower. I need one of them, now—the help of a friend. I 
just went in to labor.  

Exits 
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